NATIONAL DIRECTOR
RONNIE CUMMINS
POLICY BOARD

WILL ALLEN
Vermont Organic Farmer

MAUDE BARLOW
Council of Canadians

JAY FELDMAN

Beyond Pesticide

JIM & REBECCA GOODMAN
Wisconsin Organic Farmers

JEAN HALLORAN
Consumers Union

TIM HERMACH

Native Forest Council

JULIA BUTTERFLY HILL
Forest Activist and Author
ANNIE HOY

Ashland Community

Food Store, Oregon

MIKA IBA

Network for Safe and Secure
Food & Environment, Japan

PAT KERRIGAN
Emergency Food Shelf Network

JOHN KINSMAN

Family Farm Defenders
HOWARD LYMAN
Voice for a Viable Future

JUDITH MCGEARY
Organic Farmer, Texas
VICTOR MENOTTI
International Forum

on Globalization

FRANCES MOORE-LAPPE
Author & Activist

ROBIN SEYDEL

La Montanita Co-op,

Santa Fe, New Mexico
VANDANA SHIVA
Research Foundation for
Science, Technology, and
Natural Resource Policy, India

JOHN STAUBER

Mayor Gavin Newsom

City of San Francisco

City Hall, Room 200

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlet Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Mayor Newsom,

We, the undersigned organizations, speaking onlbehidousands of
backyard, neighborhood, and school gardeners; tapgss, consumers,
farmers, students, and area residents, demanththeity of San Francisco
stop giving away or selling toxic municipal sewafiedge under the guise of
it being "organic compost" or fertilizer. Since 2Z08an Francisco has given
away 125 tons of sewage sludge to area school@ndanity gardeners,
misrepresenting it as "organic compost.”

USDA National Organic Program regulations strigthghibit the use of
sewage sludge on organic farms, ranches, or gardexsng the city's
marketing or promotion of its sludge as "organitilieer" or compost
inherently fraudulent and misleading. Even worserjtiecal mass of

scientific studies indicate that municipal sewalgelge routinely contains
thousands of dangerous pathogens, toxic heavy snéitahe retardants,
endocrine disruptors, carcinogens, pharmaceuticgsdand other hazardous
chemicals coming from residential drains, stormewvatinoff, hospitals, and
industrial plants.

Given that the city of San Francisco has officighgdorsed the
"precautionary principle" as a guideline for atlygbolicies and

practices, and given that it is impossible to testhe thousands of

toxins and pathogens and combinations of toxinspatldogens in sludge, it
is therefore totally unacceptable for the city teegaway or sell its

sewage sludge.

Giving away or selling sewage sludge, under thegyof it being "organic
fertilizer" or compost, amounts to a slap in theeféor the nation's 50
million organic consumers and farmers, who singebelieve that the word
"organic” is a guarantee of safety and environmesstainability, and who
have worked for decades to protect organic stasdand maintain the
integrity of the term "organic."

Beyond degrading organic standards, giving awaeting San Francisco's
sewage sludge, under any circumstances, every ibffitials stop calling

it "organic" and use another misleading term likarinless biosolids,"
poses an unacceptable risk to public health andrikizgonment and must be
stopped.

Center for Media and Democracy
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We look forward to the Mayor's office and the Saari€isco Public Utilities Commission doing the tighing. Stop selling
or giving away toxic sewage sludge. Acknowledgeagsludge for what it is, hazardous waste, ang kemit of the
environment and the food chain. Otherwise we carantee you that this controversy will escalate, that the green
reputation of the city and its leaders will be sasly tarnished.

For a Green Future,

Organic Consumers Association

Consumers Union

Arc Ecology

California Communities Against Toxics
Center for Environmental Health

California Food & Justice Coalition

Center for Food Safety

Center for Health, Environment & Justice
Earth Share California

East Bay Green Tours

Ecology Center

Food First (Institute for Food and Development &gl
GAIA (Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives)
Green Café Network

Help for Sewage Victims

Lessing/Sears Community Garden

Local Harvest

MOMAS (Mothers of Marin Against the Spray)
North Berkeley Harvest

People’s Grocery

Planting Justice

Safe Food and Fertilizer

San Francisco Green Party

Teamsters Union

United Sludge-Free Alliance
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