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Gary Johns 
Senior Fellow, 
Institute of Public Affairs, Australia
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Biographical Details

Gary Johns joined the Institute of Public Affairs in 1997. He served in the Australian Parliament from 1987 until 1996 and held Parliamentary
Secretary posts in Health and Treasury, and was Assistant Minister for Industrial Relations and Special Minister of State until the 1996 election.

In 2002, he was awarded the Fulbright Professional Award in Australian-United States Alliance Studies, and was based in Washington D.C. In 2003,
he was appointed as an Associate Commissioner of the Commonwealth Productivity Commission, and was awarded a Centenary Medal for 'service to
Australian society through the advancement of economic, social and political issues'.

He holds a Bachelor of Economics degree and Master of Arts (Geography) degree from Monash University, and a Doctor of Philosophy (Political
Science) degree from the University of Queensland.

He heads the IPA's Non-Government Organisation Project. This project studies NGO transparency and accountability, particularly in their relations
with government and the corporate sector in the formation of public policy. The IPA's position is that there should be a well-informed market, and an
open competition among interest groups for public policy.

In April 2004, he completed (with IPA colleague John Roskam) a research project for the Australian Government, The Protocol: Managing Relations
with NGOs, a Report to the Prime Minister's Community Business Partnership. In March 2004, he addressed Members of the European Parliament in
Brussels on these issues. 

Speaking Topics

The role of law and government in society
Civil Society
Citizenship
Political parties and systems
Aboriginal politics

Recent Books/Journals/Speeches/Submissions

'The Sum of NGO Opinion Does Not Equal Public Opinion', workshop at Corporate Responsibility in Asia, Ethical Corporation, Hong Kong, 15
October 2004.

'Informed Giving: Ensuring Charities Inform Donors'. IPA Backgrounder 16/3, October 2004. Available in hard copy from the Melbourne office
of the IPA. For the Introduction to the Backgrounder and ordering details, please click here.

Forthcoming 2004, 'Relations with NGOs: Lessons for the UN', Seton Hall Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations.

(With John Roskam) Address to IPA seminar at Parliament House, Canberra: The new power of NGOs: The rise of NGOs and the fall of
Parliament?, 11 August 2004

Speech to 'Stegley Seminar: Accountability, Transparency and Funding Progressive Causes', hosted by the Asia Pacific Centre for
Philanthropy & Social Investment, Swinburne University of Technology, 5 August 2004.

A review and debate of Michael Moore's Farenheit 9/11 at the Centro cinema Brisbane, hosted by Steve Austin ABC Radio 4QR, 21 July 2004.

(With John Roskam): THE PROTOCOL: Managing Relations with NGOs. A Report to the Prime Minister's Community Business Partnership, June
2004 [Submitted in April 2004]. Available as PDF format only [600K]. To download PDF, please click here: The Protocol

The Australian Self-Insurance Summit. Keynote Address: to 'Developing A National Framework For Workers Compensation In Australia',
Sydney, 31 May 2004.

Corporate Social Responsibility or Civil Society Regulation? [debate with Oxfam]. Australian Institute of Company Directors 2004 Conference,
Port Douglas. 7 May 2004.

Who Gets To Play Politics? Sponsored by the IPA and the Law Faculty University of Queensland. 28 April 2004.

NGOs---The Global Perspective, an address to the European Enterprise Institute (EEI) forum 'The Rise and Influence of NGOs on European
Policy', European Parliament, Brussels, 17 March 2004.
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Review of: From Bureaucracy to Business Enterprise: Legal and Policy Issues in the Transformation of Government Services edited by
M. J. Whincop. [Agenda, Vol 11, No. 1, 2004]

The Authority to Intervene in Aboriginal Matters, (An Address to The Bennelong Society 2003 Conference, August 2003.)

Review of: Johannes Bjelke-Petersen: The Lord's Premier by Rae Wear. [Australasian Parliamentary Review, 
Spring 2002]

The Gulf Between Aboriginal Policies and Aboriginal People in Australia, (Paper delivered to Libertad y Desarrollo Institute, Santiago, Chile,
on 6 June 2003. Available at The Bennelong Society Website: www.bennelong.com.au)

The Good Reputation Index: A Tale of Two Strategies IPA Backgrounder 15/2, April 2003. Available in PDF format only. To download the file
(160K), please click here: Reputation Index PDF

Government and Civil Society: Which is Virtuous? Senate Occasional Lecture, Parliament House, Canberra, 23 August 2002. Available in PDF
format only. To download the file (190K), please click here: Senate Lecture 2002.pdf

Corporate Social Responsibility or Civil Society Regulation? The Harold Clough Lecture for 2002, Perth, 19 August 2002. Available in PDF
format only. To download the file (90K), please click here: Clough02.pdf

Trade Unions and Civil Society (An Address to the HR Nicholls Society XXIII Conference: The Changing Paradigm: Freedom, Jobs,
Prosperity), March 2002. [PDF only: 150K]. Please click here for PDF: Unions and Civil Society pdf

WWF Says 'Jump!', Governments Ask 'How High?' [with Jennifer Marohasy] A case study which suggests that governments need to better
scrutinize allegations of environmental harm and those who make them.

Waking Up To Dreamtime: The Illusion of Aboriginal Self-Determination, collection of essays edited by Gary Johns. (Media Masters,
November 2001).

Desirability of Regulating Political Parties, Agenda 8(4): pages 291--302. [PDF only: 40K]. Please click here for PDF: Party Regulation

Protocols with NGOs: The Need to Know, IPA Backgrounder 13/1, November 2001. Available in hard copy from the Melbourne office. For
Summary and download, please click here: Summary

Review of Exasperating Calculators by William Coleman and Alf Hagger [Courier Mail, 21 July 2001, also published in The Adelaide Review, 
August 2001]

Confessions of a Privatiser': The Privatisation of CSL Ltd, May 2001. [PDF only: 80K]. Please click here for PDF: CSL PDF

Review of: First Nations? Second Thoughts by Tom Flanagan. [Quadrant, May 2001]

Globalisation: The Struggle for Modernity?, April 2001. [PDF only: 36K]. Please click here for PDF: Modernity PDF

Party Democracy: An Audit of Australian Parties, Australian Journal of Political Science, 35(3): pages 401--25. [PDF only: 120K]. Please click 
here for PDF: Partydemocracy.pdf

NGO Way to Go: Political Accountability of Non-government Organizations in a Democratic Society, IPA Backgrounder, Vol. 12, No. 3, 
November 2000. Available in hard copy from the Melbourne office. For Summary and purchase details, please click here: Summary

The Failure of Aboriginal Separatism, by Gary Johns. An Address to the 'Aboriginal Policy: Failure, Reappraisal and Reform' Workshop,
Melbourne, 1 December 2000. Available in PDF only [70K]: Separatism.pdf 
Note: Aversion of this paper was subsequently published in Quadrant in May 2001.

Review of: A Cabinet Diary: a personal record of the first Keating government by Neal Blewett, [Australian Journal of Politics and History, 
June 2000, Vol. 46/2]

Clarke versus Australian Labor Party, from Australian Journal of Political Science, March 2000, Vol 32/1. [PDF only: 40K].Please click here for 
PDF: ClarkevALP

(With Ron Brunton): Reconciliation: What Does it Mean?, IPA Backgrounder, volume 11, number 4, November 1999, [PDF only: 80K] For a 
summary and download, please click here: Summary

Reconciliation: Read the Fine Print, Quadrant, November 1999, pages16--20.

Political Parties: From Private to Public, fromCommonwealth and Comparative Politics, July 1999,Vol. 37/2. [PDF only: 140K]. Please click here 
for PDF: PolParties

'Whither Labor?', IPA Backgrounder, Institute of Public Affairs, Volume 9, Number 2, June 1997.

Selected Articles in The IPA Review

'Participatory Democracy: Cracks in the Facade.' 56(3) September 2004.

'Green Charities and Partisan Political Campaigning'. [with Don D'Cruz] 56(2)June 2004.

'The Capture of the Myer Foundation'. [with Don D'Cruz] 56(1) March 2004.

'Free Kick for Charities'. 55(4) December 2003.

'Conspiracies and NGOs'. 55(3) September 2003.

'What's So Great About America'. Book Review 55(2) June 2003.

'The Good Reputation Index 2002'. 55(1) March 2003.

'The Rigging of the ACCC'. 54(4) December 2002.
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'The Four Corners of the Reef'. 54(2) June 2002.

'WWF Says Jump!' 54(1) March 2002.

Recent Newspaper Articles

Freedom and justice are alive and well: Australians care Online Opinion, 11 October 2004.

Aboriginal Policy: Romantics and Realists The Australian, 6 October 2004.

The Greens This Time Around Australian Financial Review, 2 September 2004.

NGO Opinion Is Not The Same As Public Opinion The Age, 12 June 2004.

ATSIC and Labor The Australian, 1 April 2004.

NGO Protocols, EU Reporter, 23--27 February 2004.

Commonwealth Plays Catch-Up in Aboriginal Affairs, The Australian, 2 February 2004.

The New Missionaries---NGOs in Third World Development, Business Review Weekly, 15 January 2004.

Latham's Choice: Put the Child or School First? Australian Financial Review, 7 January 2004.

The Leadership of the Labor Party Australian Financial Review, 28 November 2003.

Checking on Charities The West Australian, 23 October 2003.

Charitable Lobbies Australian Financial Review, 2 August 2003.

Aboriginal Separatism Has Failed---So Let's Stop Funding It, The Australian, 20 June 2003.

Survey Pushes Overt Agendas: The Good Reputation Index, Australian Financial Review, 7 May 2003.

Corporate Social Responsibility or Civil Society Regulation?, Australian Financial Review, 19 August 2002

ALP Reform: Does it Matter?, Australian Financial Review, 9 July 2002.

Stop Strangling Telstra, Forum, May 2002.

[With Steve Etherington] Integration the Only Way to Break the Cycle of Despair, The Australian, 14 February 2002.

Why Champions of Causes Need Close Scrutiny, The Australian, 30 January 2002.

 

Consultancies/Committees

2003-2004
Prime Minister's Business Community Partnership---'The Protocol: Managing Relations with NGOs.'
Productivity Commission---'National Workers' Compensation and Occupational Health and Safety Frameworks.'
Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs---Review of The Immigration Advice and Application Assistance Scheme.

2003
Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy, Queensland Government---Research paper, 'Indigenous Policy Directions.'

2002-
Member of the editorial committee of 'Agenda: A Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform.' Faculty of Economics and Commerce, Australian National
University.

2001-
Board Member The Bennelong Society

1999-2000
Member Australian Citizenship Council---Report, 'Australian Citizenship for a New Century.'

1999
Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs---Member of the External Reference Group guiding the 'Review of Illegal Workers in Australia.'

E-mail address: gjohns@ipa.org.au
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