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Dear Ms Mason

I am writing o express NAFI's deep concem at the broadceast of a Wilderness Society
“Community Services Announcement” on your station last evening. The “announcement”
is unbalanced and inaceurare. Trunduly plays on fear, setiously mideading your viewers
about Australia’s forest management and the furure of our forest estate. This is a political
broadeast, soliciting funds for a radical lobby group active in the political progess. It is not
2 “eommunity services announcement” and clearly viclates industry’s Code of Behaviour
and breaches advertising standards.

Australia’s native forests are managed by State forest agencies 1o world’s best standards.
Australia’s forest are not disappearing - as implied in the Wilderness Society advertisement
and have, in fact, being growing in cover for many years (vefer to Australian Bureau of
Agriculture 2nd Resource Economics, official scatistics).

The forest product industry is one of the largest contriburors 1o the Canberra economy
and generatar of gon-public sector jobs. It covers a broad sweep of activities iacluding
housing and construction, furniture and sawmulling.

In its exploiration of a popular Christmas theme the Wilderness Sodiety advertisement is
particularly offensive to our members.

Given the above, NAFI is surprised thar your station has permitted the free broadcast of
this advertisement. We would request that it no longer be aired. Should your station fail
to take such action, NAFI will immediazely instigare legal proceedings.

. Yours sinceraly

NN

Dan Mackay
Directar, Public Affairs

6 November, 1997 JM
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Private Bag 10
Dickson ACT 2602

Telephore 06 242 2400
Facsimile 08 241 7230

Don Mackay

Director, Public Affairs

National Association of Forest Industies
Forest Industies Houge

24 Napier Close

DEAKIN ACT 2600

6 November 1997 Our Ref: TF/AM/S 70

Dear Mr Mackay,

Thank you for your ietter regarding the Wildemess Society community service
dnnouncement.

broadcast by F.A.C.T.S. (the Federation of Australian Commercial Television
Stations). The Wilderness Society is a charitable organisation, with al] profits going
to support wildlife restoration. '

We will pass on your comments to the Wildemess Society and ask thar you direct any
complaints regarding the content of the commercial o the Advertising Standards
Council ar the following address: 10th Flocr, 98 Arthur Street NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060.

However, on reviewing the commercial, we have decided to discontinue ity broadcast
on the grounds of its focus on this contentious issue.

The station regrets your threat of legal action.

Yours sincerely,

Teree
G A

Alexandra Mason
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
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Janet Stone

Hilton and Associates

PO Box 610
PADDINGTON QLD 4064

6 November 1997

Dear Ms Stone,

WILDERNESSSOCACT

MM e o gwye
Aspinall Sireet
Watson ACT 2602
Private Bag 10
Dickson ACT 2602

Telephone 06 242 2400
Facsimile 06 241 7220

Our Ref: TF/AM/571

Please find attached, for your interest and for the information of your client,
corespondence relaling to the Wilderness Society community service announcement.

TEN Capitul reprets that because of the commercial’s focus on what is a contentious
and fairly political issue, it has been removed from the schedule as of today.

This does not mean the station will not play furire ammouncements, You can continug
to approach TEN Capital with Wilderness Society material for consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Alexandra Mason
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
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